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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘effect’’. 

costs associated with the services provided; 
and 

(iii) interest income earned on funds re-
ceived under this chapter.

(C) For purposes of this paragraph, each en-
tity receiving financial assistance under this 
chapter shall maintain records sufficient to 
determine the amount of such income received 
and the purposes for which such income is ex-
pended. 

(8)(A) The Secretary shall notify the Gov-
ernor and the appropriate local board and 
chief elected official of, and consult with the 
Governor and such board and official concern-
ing, any activity to be funded by the Secretary 
under this chapter within the corresponding 
State or local area. 

(B) The Governor shall notify the appro-
priate local board and chief elected official of, 
and consult with such board and official con-
cerning, any activity to be funded by the Gov-
ernor under this chapter within the cor-
responding local area. 

(9)(A) All education programs for youth sup-
ported with funds provided under part D of 
subchapter II of this chapter shall be consist-
ent with applicable State and local edu-
cational standards. 

(B) Standards and procedures with respect to 
awarding academic credit and certifying edu-
cational attainment in programs conducted 
under such part shall be consistent with the 
requirements of applicable State and local 
law, including regulation. 

(10) No funds available under this chapter 
may be used for public service employment ex-
cept as specifically authorized under this 
chapter. 

(11) The Federal requirements governing the 
chapter, use, and disposition of real property, 
equipment, and supplies purchased with funds 
provided under this chapter shall be the Fed-
eral requirements generally applicable to Fed-
eral grants to States and local governments. 

(12) Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued to provide an individual with an enti-
tlement to a service under this chapter. 

(13) Services, facilities, or equipment funded 
under this chapter may be used, as appro-
priate, on a fee-for-service basis, by employers 
in a local area in order to provide employment 
and training activities to incumbent work-
ers—

(A) when such services, facilities, or equip-
ment are not in use for the provision of serv-
ices for eligible participants under this chap-
ter; 

(B) if such use for incumbent workers 
would not have an adverse affect 1 on the 
provision of services to eligible participants 
under this chapter; and 

(C) if the income derived from such fees is 
used to carry out the programs authorized 
under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 105–220, title I, § 195, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1057.)
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§ 3001. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Disability is a natural part of the human 

experience and in no way diminishes the right 
of individuals to—

(A) live independently; 
(B) enjoy self-determination and make 

choices; 
(C) benefit from an education; 
(D) pursue meaningful careers; and 
(E) enjoy full inclusion and integration in 

the economic, political, social, cultural, and 
educational mainstream of society in the 
United States.

(2) Technology has become one of the pri-
mary engines for economic activity, edu-
cation, and innovation in the Nation, and 
throughout the world. The commitment of the 
United States to the development and utiliza-
tion of technology is one of the main factors 
underlying the strength and vibrancy of the 
economy of the United States. 

(3) As technology has come to play an in-
creasingly important role in the lives of all 
persons in the United States, in the conduct of 
business, in the functioning of government, in 
the fostering of communication, in the con-
duct of commerce, and in the provision of edu-
cation, its impact upon the lives of the more 
than 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in 
the United States has been comparable to its 
impact upon the remainder of the citizens of 
the United States. Any development in main-
stream technology would have profound impli-
cations for individuals with disabilities in the 
United States. 

(4) Substantial progress has been made in 
the development of assistive technology de-
vices, including adaptations to existing de-
vices that facilitate activities of daily living, 
that significantly benefit individuals with dis-

abilities of all ages. Such devices and adapta-
tions increase the involvement of such individ-
uals in, and reduce expenditures associated 
with, programs and activities such as early 
intervention, education, rehabilitation and 
training, employment, residential living, inde-
pendent living, and recreation programs and 
activities, and other aspects of daily living. 

(5) All States have comprehensive statewide 
programs of technology-related assistance. 
Federal support for such programs should con-
tinue, strengthening the capacity of each 
State to assist individuals with disabilities of 
all ages with their assistive technology needs. 

(6) Notwithstanding the efforts of such State 
programs, there is still a lack of—

(A) resources to pay for assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology 
services; 

(B) trained personnel to assist individuals 
with disabilities to use such devices and 
services; 

(C) information among targeted individ-
uals about the availability and potential 
benefit of technology for individuals with 
disabilities; 

(D) outreach to underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations; 

(E) systems that ensure timely acquisition 
and delivery of assistive technology devices 
and assistive technology services; 

(F) coordination among State human serv-
ices programs, and between such programs 
and private entities, particularly with re-
spect to transitions between such programs 
and entities; and 

(G) capacity in such programs to provide 
the necessary technology-related assistance.

(7) In the current technological environ-
ment, the line of demarcation between assis-
tive technology and mainstream technology is 
becoming ever more difficult to draw. 

(8) Many individuals with disabilities cannot 
access existing telecommunications and infor-
mation technologies and are at risk of not 
being able to access developing technologies. 
The failure of Federal and State governments, 
hardware manufacturers, software designers, 
information systems managers, and tele-
communications service providers to account 
for the specific needs of individuals with dis-
abilities in the design, manufacture, and pro-
curement of telecommunications and informa-
tion technologies results in the exclusion of 
such individuals from the use of telecommuni-
cations and information technologies and re-
sults in unnecessary costs associated with the 
retrofitting of devices and product systems. 

(9) There are insufficient incentives for Fed-
eral contractors and other manufacturers of 
technology to address the application of tech-
nology advances to meet the needs of individ-
uals with disabilities of all ages for assistive 
technology devices and assistive technology 
services. 

(10) The use of universal design principles re-
duces the need for many specific kinds of 
assistive technology devices and assistive 
technology services by building in accom-
modations for individuals with disabilities be-
fore rather than after production. The use of 
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